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ABSTRACT

Aging population is the most challenging demographic phenomenpn
worldwide in the 21st century. With life expectancy having
increased from last 60 years all over the world due to new inventi
and technology development, it has reached to 70 plus, a person
today has 20 years more to live than he would have 50 years bajk.

It good figure to call a nation towards development in health sector
but Jooking in different perspectives it can pose certain challenges
before us. In Indian context elder women face more critical problem
than men, due to their social -status, dependence, old .fam#ly
structures, and consequent several restrictions, they have been called
as marginalised, vulnerable in respect of their freedom, liberty hd
wellbeing. Ageing is unavoidable stage in the life of human being
which due to health issues, financial insecurities, unhealthy
conditions, emotional and mental stress, poverty, it is b«:«comin| a
challenge. But with proactive approach of government, society,
NGOs, social workers it can become a silver inning in the life|of

every person.

Keywords- Ageing, silver innings, marginalised
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Introduction

With life expectancy having increased from last 60 years all over |
world due to new inventions and technology development , it }txhﬁf
- reached to 70 plus, a person today has 20 years more to live than hk
would have 50 years back. It good figure to call a nation toward
development in health sector but looking in different perspectives it
can pose certain challenges before us. With this kind of an agein
scenario, there is pressure on all aspects of care for the older perso

- be it financial, health or shelter. In the twenty first century, th
growing concern for security of older persons in India is very visible.
Basically, India being a value-based culture is not expected to hav
the problem of aging very serious as we are trained to be respect
and supportive to elders, but as there is decrease in old values an(@
more impact of western culture this has become a serious concern n
today’s era. Traditionally women in India were given a respectabl
place among almost all communities but gradually it becomi
secondary status and unlike other human rights violation problem o
ageing women have also posed serious threat to humanity. Wom
are seen laggmng in all walks of life, due to their financi
dependence, and silent suffering nature. Due to culture of *fous
walls™ since age old days they are less accessible to socia{
mteraction, this leads to their dependence on male members o
family at all stages of her life for their basic needs, and day to day
requirements I

In Indian context elder women face more critical problem than me:m|
due to their social status, dependence, old family structures, an j
consequent several restrictions, they have been called a
- marginalised, vulnerable in respect of their freedom, liberty and
wellbeing. The 2011 census 60+ population accounted for 8.6% of
population, growing at about 3% annually the number is supposed
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to rise 319 million by 2050'. The report creates a serious alal
towards our concern for the elders. |

Since independence in the form of Constitution, the rights of every

vulnerable is being taken care of by several specific legislatior
Women have been provided protective discrimination but still ¢
marginalisation has not been stopped finally. Also, efforts we
taken by social organisation and activists working for empoweri]
women through the instrumentality of laws they still face neglect

and miserable life. Women in general and more specifically the elder

'm

1S.
he
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ed

women are seen to face many problems such as health, iso'lati#n,
emotional distress, elderly abuse, discrimination and subjection jto
violent attacks. Women are basically overburdened with the family

responsibilities and because of financial dependence, when th
remain single at old age suffer severely. They face emotional vd
and because she is conditioned to be family centric life since th
childhood, her life itself is found to revolve around her fam
members, the object to serve the family becomes the motto of I
life.

Why elderly women are more vulnerable than men?

- Women have larger life expectancy than men, most of them 3
dependent on male members of family, and the prevalence nature
their problem in family remains hidden from public view make {]
scene very serious. Other causes of the elderly women abuse are
an unawareness of the problem of elder abuse, long-term chror

self-neglect which is conditioned culturally, constant health issues

in marital life, malnutrition from childhood, depressions due
mental stress and dilemma of empowerment v disempowerment
family, very crucial issue of poverty, the care giver’s stress for n

being financially or otherwise able to maintain their parents,

' Report prepared by International Institute of Population Sciences,
Mumbai in collaboration with Harwards School of Public Health,
UNFPA. and National Institute of Ageing (The Hindu Jan 7,2021)
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interpersonal relationship, social isolation which may be a indicator
of probability of abuse as well as contributing cause of abuse! It is
also seen that because the property cards are in the name of men,
elder women are abused after the death of their partner. Overall
nature of patriarchy is itself the cause of abuse and neglect of eider
women in India.

Global and National concerns on issues of elder women
!

The UN’s concerns on aging were first recognized in the first World
Assembly on Aging in Vienna °, where an International Plan of
Action on Aging was adopted. United Nations addressed the states
to offer social security measures and programmes to older women.
It then took initiative and declared 5™ October as International Day
for Older persons. Year 1991 is known for United Nations adopting
a set of principles for aging as independence, the ability to
participate in society, have access to care, be entitled to self-

fulfilment and full dignity of life etc. CEDAW?’ was another
document which set global standards on various issues of women

throughout their lifespan. Gradually in 2002 UN World Assembly
on Aging in 2002 focussed on * building society for all ages’
CEDAW along with issues of witchcraft allegations, mob trial also
addressed issue of killing older widows in order to grab their

property

India also expressed its concern over issues of ageing by introducing
a National Policy for Older Persons in 1999. The Year 2000| was
declared by Government of India as National Year for Qlder
persons. The NPOP 1999 envisages state support to ensure financial

> World Assembly on Ageing 1982- a forum to launch an international
action programme and guaranteeing economic and social security to

older persons
S CEDAW -~ Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women- International document adopted by UN

in 1979 also called as International Bill of Rights for women
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and food security, health care, shelter and needs of older persons. It
focused on equitable share in development, protection against ig:se

and exploitation and availability of services to improve quality of
their life. National Council for Older Persons was constituted in
1999 in accordance with the NPOP. Is a non-profit advocacy and
service organisation that focusses on joining efforts of government,
business and non-profit organisations to improve lives of o¢lder
adults. The National policy for senior citizens in 2011 promote the
concept of aging in home, housing, old age pensions, and hom
service, access to health care services to facilitate and
dignity. The focus of policy was to mainstream seniors especia
women and bring their concerns in to national development

with priority. It provided several schemes/programmes for| the
welfare of women including widows, such as Swadhar and Short

National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) for the

households and represents a significant step towards the fulfilment
of the Directive Principles enshrined in article 41* and 42° of the
Constitution of India, recognizing concurrent responsibility of the
Central and State government in the matter. Legislative framework
under the Maintenance and Welfare of Senior Citizens Act® also
provided every possible measure on issues of elder persons.|The
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens

* Art 41-The state shall within the limits of its economic capacity and
development, make effective provision for securing the right to work] to
education, and to public assistance in cases of unemployment , old ag
sickness and disablement ...,

¥ Art 42-Provision for just and humane conditions of work and maternity
relief

bt

*

& Maintenance and Welfare of Senior Citizens Act, 2007
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(Amendment) Bill was introduced in 2019,

Problems of Elderly women in India

Y}f

Different types of abuse-Neglect through active or passive
mode from the caregivers, due to deliberate intentigns,
unintentional neglect due to their responsibilities. Women
here are seen to be taken for granted to suffer silently and they
become victim of it without being noticed. Sometimes due to
factors like alcoholism, or addiction the caregivers
themselves are in need of care, in such cases the elders |are
passively neglected.

Material, psychological, sexual and financial abuse | of
women- basically women due to their heavy responsibilities
of family, had to stay in home and lose their economic
independence and at the older age they become subject to
victimisation easily. Women without partner due |to
widowhood have not only to suffer financially, but also
socially, emotionally, and by all means. Sexual abuse consists
of any sexual activity for which the older person does not

- consent or is incapable of giving consent. The sexual activity

can range from exhibitionism to fondling to oral, anal,|or
vaginal intercourse.

Health and access to health care services- health of women is
all age groups is a question of concern in our country, much
of her life she looks after the family and overlooks her hll
priorities and health is a big issue of concern but this comes
on fore when she is old and becomes physically ill and
dependent on all family members, who find her as burden and
start neglecting. Self -neglect is common among women |in
general,

Domestic violence — the domestic violence in one or the other
form is a life cycle of women even before the birth till death.
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Combating strategies against abuse of elder women-

Forms and its gravity may change but it is prevalent in sime

or the other form. It takes place in every strata irrespective of
their status of education, class, her financial status etc.
peculiarity is that the perpetrators are her own relations like
father, brother, partner, or son against whom she prefers to
remain silent without action. Most of the women do not awn
property and even when they own it they do not manage it.
They are completely dependent on the male members of the
family for fulfilment of all their basic needs. Besides aging
women face specific heaith problems. They are prone to
arthritis, osteoporosis and hypertension, cervical and breast
cancer, anaemia, and most of all depression. The rich
educated women may be self-sufficient but could be facing
problems of emotional insecurity and phys;cal vulnerability.
Even these women are often to threats of crime and fraud by
their own relatives or children. The partners after having
marital life of 40 or more years find happiness in extra marijtal
affairs and the marital life is finished keeping behind the strain
relations, depressions, frustration and sadness and loneliness.

Women needs to be financially strong and should maintain
the equality in family to avoid such abuse at a later stage of
life. From individual point of view, the elder women should
keep them in social connections and save from isolation,
Participate in social and community activities. Awareness of
their legal rights, and alertness towards their realisation is the
need of hour. Women often have habit of self-blame and it
makes her to believe that whatever are her miseries, she is
only responsible. This disempowers her in within and her
subjection to victimisation is assured. Whenever required the
services like Mental health services and family counselling
are available in society, it should be accessed timely without
hesitations. In our society the psychological help is seen with
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media must take earnest efforts to make the young people in
schools, colleges and universities aware that the patriarchal
society must be changed. The laws are only in the letters,
these must be put into practice, only then the goal can be
achieved. This is feasible if they actively support government
initiatives and laws effective implementation.

Conclusion

Women empowerment is the process of empowering women,
accepting her view points or making an effort to raise their status at
all stages of her life through every possible way is the real answer tcﬁ
every question of her pain. From the birth, sometimes even before
birth the victimisation of women takes place and it goes till end of

her life. i
Ageing is unavoidable stage in the life of human being which due to

health issues, financial insecurities, unhealthy conditions, emotiona
and mental stress, poverty, it is becoming a challenge. But wi
proactive approach of government. society, NGOs, social workers it

can become a silver inning in the life of every person.
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FEMALE INFANTICIDE /FOETICIDE.
CAUSES AND IMPACT

Dr. Narwadkar Pooja g

Since World’s inception, the male and
combination has proved to be the forerhost neces
propagating and developing global views. But it is
reality that society till today is male dominated. |
foeticidea major social problem is deeplyrooted in q
context and connected to the pétr_iarchy prevalent.
patriarchal society male child is seen as saviours of old
support and giving birth to girl child is seen as ‘qute
the plants of neighbours” Therefore female infa}_l'zt'_i_:
or killing female child is observed, irrespective of |

sanction. It is practiced in different and more sophistic
manner. |

The problem of female feticide has two imp g
dimensions one is social dimension which includfs,
norms that prevails in the society which load the

ppam——"

Principal, B.Vs New Law College, Sangali. Mob: 9822032797
Email: pnarwadkar @yahoo.com o

44




U}

against women existence and the other aspect involve:
efforts to address the problem from the legal point of view.
It can only be achieved by proper implementation of th
laws & effectiveness of preventing the strategies which wil
empower the women in real scene. It requires continuou:
process of social education of the masses by differen;
groups of society &launching a campaign against the socia
evil as war against humanity which will serve the purpose
of inthe development of entire human race.

" —

- The:issue of female foeticide is a serious threat to
the human race, as it may cause the severe imbalance of
male and female populatiph. But this is overlooked by the
~ people hence the author desires to focus on the causes and
impact of the social evil on existing and future generations
in this research paper. To eradicate any social evil requires
the sincere investigations in to the root cause of and also
requires to aware and realise the masses about its impact.

“The Lord divided his own body into two -barts; half
male and half female & thus was created the Umverse -—

Manusmrm

Since World’s inception, the male and female
combination has proved to be the foremost necessity for
propagating and developing global views. But it is the
reality that society iill today is male dominated. Female
foeticide a major social problem isdeeply rooted in cultural |
context and connected to the patrlarchy prevalent. In this
patriarchal society male child is seen as saviours of old age

!
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In a Patriarchal society like India, women havi

,lso been given a secondary status and treatment when
- compared to their global - counterparts of developed
Nations. Traditionally and philosophically women in Indid, -
may have been depicted as deities of knowledge, power and
wealth but the reality shows entirely a different picture, a
dark truth, which can make any human to cringe in fear,

L

4

Today, we live in the advanced World, and India als¢
one among the technically and technologically empowered
nations. We have launched Satellites in the space, found
newer medicines on incurable diseases, started Metro
trains or Our economy has reached close to three trillion
dollar mark till now, the sad reality’is that, Women in
India, still remain the vulnerable class'subjec"téd to torture,
inhuman treatment, molestation, rape, malnutrition and

what not.

Women are considered to be the weaker section of
the society both physically afid in’tellectually (Which is -
absolutely not true when we are talkmg in the context of
women like Mary Kom, Indira Noogi, Kalpana Chawla and
many more who have left a greater impact that the men
in their respective fields _but a reality cannot be denied
that women becomes easy target for abuse and violence
by the perpetrators. Amongst the various kinds of human
rights violations suffered by women, Female Foeticide or
Infanticide can be regarded as the most grave and serious
offence which directly attacks the Right to life guaranteed
to every indgvidual whether it be Men or Women.
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~ Every human being is born with an inherent de ire
hve and prosper. But when it comes to the predomin,y :
of the individual over the other in the “rat race” to s Mﬁ
and succeed, even today in this advanced age we foll Wth
jungle rule of “survival of the fittest”. Hence is obvioys th,,
women being considered the weaker sex, the “unfit c]asff.
~ always left in the bottom line to be the ultimate victims ,

sufferers. This is why the saying women suffer from “

to Tomb” is very trué in the Indlan context which pro

patriarchy in every sphere.. ,
Female Foetxc:de/lnfantlade is not just a natmn;
issue by a global form of human right violation su fered
by women at large. ‘Hence the United Nations have alsaé
articulated many treaties and convections to curb then
b

social evil prevalent in most of the developing countries

Belowisalistof various mternatlonal measures undeerakeg

to control and eliminate the 1mmoral practlce of f malgg
foeticide trough Declarations and covenants Viz. | **gg
(1) United Nations Charter (1947), g

(2) Universal Declaratlon of Human nght

~ (UDHR) ‘

(3) International Covenant on Civil and Poli

Rights 1966 |

(4) Internatlonal Covenant on Econofnics Socia

~ Cultural Rights 1966. | .

| (5) Convention On The Elimination Of All Forl_ﬂs’z,;;gf

o Discrimination Against Women (1970) | i
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(6) Convention on the Rights of child (1989) its
optional Protocol (2000).

(7) Millennium Development Goals (2000)

In spite of so many international measures to protect
women, to protect women, it is estimated that, today there
are over 130 million “missing women” in the World as|a
result of sex selective abortions and excess female death.

‘The stories untold and which do not come to the surface
are much more than the estimation.

The situation of Women in India also tells us the
same story, which is no different from the rest of the
World. Female foeticide and infanticide has resulted in an
advance sex ratio and sex ratio of India is 107.48 males per
100 females in 20192 It means that India has 930 females
per 1000 males, that is to say we have 49,314,062 more
males population than female populations. Sex ratio can
be important indications of the extent of equality between
men and women in society at a given point of time.

The falling sex ratio of India is matter of great concern
for the policy makers and the government should actively |
initiate and implementmeasurestobringabout equilibrium
in the gender ratio of the nation. But before discussin
the legislative as well as other measures undertaken by
our government to protect the women population frorﬁ
the claws of foeticide and infanticide, it is appropriate td
understand the causes responsible for low female sex -ratid;

Tt

1. Source:Ministry of Statisticsand Programme Implementation,
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which is mainly leading to increase in female foeticj
infanticide. |

»  Social Causes
~In India, girl child is considered to be ’ ‘Paraya D a
and boys are considered to be “Budhape Ki Latti". Hep
the birth of a girl child is not considered as a boon ag g
is considered to be someoneé else’s property, the bu.q‘
for parents as she takes away the wealth to other h us
The dowry system in India also contributes in consid I'l"
a daughter to be a “Boojh” means burdens and thejif
of a daughter brings with her a “burden” on her fa :
shoulder to get him financially prepared to fulfll)l th
unsolicited demands of the groom’s family at the time’ g ;_
her marriage. Further illiteracy coupled with poverty b :.mg‘
forth the thought to better have a male child or if the chi dl%
the womb happens to be a girl to kill her before she is or
to protect oneself from the burden and humiliation sh
may bring to the family in future if they are not able to fulfi
the dowry demands at the time of her marriage. H ncg
the thought is based on the saying “Prevention is be[tt,
than cure” The growing incidences of atrocities in varfo”
forms against girls, women, has also increased the chat ce
of their victimization, not a single field can be said saf fo
them, and this also cause a’fear in the mind of parent 10
beget the girl child. This results in early marriages of lﬂ%

M
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r

-define their own lives.?

~» Religious Causes._

find it safe and the only solution as per their understanding
is to get marry at early age and shift the burden from them
to some unknown. This also lead them to think in favour of
begetting boy than girl, as not question of security comes
to them: Women who live in societies where they are made
miserable through injustice and inequality may not want
to raise daughters who will live lives as unhappy as their
own. Women have used this excuse as a rationale for Killing
their girl children. “Many women in feudal areas of India
don’t want to have a daughter who would go through the
same misery, humiliation and dependence that seemed to

T

In the Hindu Culture and Indian traditions, a son i
considered to be fundamental for performing of religious
ceremonies. "Pinda Dan” “Moksha Prapti” are all consid ered
to be happening at the behest of a son alone. Further the
concept of son being considered as -“Vansh ka Diya” the
“Lamp of the Clan” in Indian tradition asserts even more
pressure to beget male child leading to female foeticide and
negligence of girl child in the country. The discrimination
leads to malnutrition and the statistics shows that 47% of
teenage girl in India ages 15-19 year old are underweight

the highest in the World®.

2 ‘Preventive Measures For Elimination Of Female Foeticide’ B

R Siwal Deputy Director NIPCCD New Delhi
3  The State of World’s Children - United Nations Children's

'Fund -~ Annual flagship publication
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»  Economics Causes

The constitutional mandate provides t:r Tmprc, ;
standard of living, but remains silent on the mcreTs_

cost of living due to inflation. In the midst to even fulfi] g
basic necessities of life to their childr

en, girl’s educatjg

upbringing, marriage etc is considered an additi n

burden for the family. After spending so much on hgr_s

is going to live in someone else’s family. On the other hay

a boy child brings with him wealth and welfarc.e and hy
the inflation and indifferent attitude towards girls has

foeticide. Women are getting support structure, aft
éonstitution came into forcevarious legislative framewp:
have been built but still the economic independence is
not satisfactory in case of women. Still the old structu_if
of raring and caring the children is considered to bd her

main job and the percentage of economically independe
women lags behind. |

- »  Technologically & scientific Causes

._.

With the advancement of science and the technd
new methods to detect pre-natal defects during pregn
has been a great achievement in the field of science!
this advancement hag brought with it the danger of s€
deterTinations and sex selective abortions. The rlunﬂ‘a“‘-““’l
Sex selective abortions and the ratio ictions dé
not match with each other due to varzii};epi‘c:)t:lc;t;r:\? a":é

other causes. The involvement of the well educated 1135%

jav]
< s, w*’ : .Z

© i
i
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like doctors is the serious concern. Technology which was
discovered for the benefit of every mankind has been used
to destroy the mankind knowingly, sometime unknowingly.
Around 15.8 million girls went missing in India due to
prenatal sex selection between 1990 and 2018+ |

Consequences or Impact of Female Foeticidé

Firstly the skewed sex ratio means that more crimes |
takes place against women. To put it is other words when
women become endangered species, the instances of crime
in the from of rape, assault, kidnapping, stalking begin :to
reach the peak. Today Unnao Rape case, Nirbhaya Case aﬁd
many more are nothing but the negative outcomes of femalle
foeticide to be faced by the society with decreased gi}]
ratio. Some cases come to the forefront but many remaiﬂs

buried in darkness out of fear of humiliation, corruptio%n

and political pressure. . |

Secondly with the mismatched gender ratio it
becomes different to find a girl for marriage and this inter
leads to human trafficking, where in girls from poor families
are kidnapped and sold as goods, violating this right to ]i[‘J
and dignity giving them a materialistic existence rather
than a human one.

Thirdly, when women ratio in a country is less, There
will be less births which will ultimately lead to Iessel}
productivity and lesser economic progress for a given
nation thought population control is a goal of many nation%

4  The Population Research Institute Survey

|
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like India and China is has to happen is a more culture
legislative manner. Female foeticide cannot be a soluti

- any cart of global problem.

Legislative Mechanism -

The legislative framework in our country, gives |
re of the governmental efforts to curb[j
ide / infanticide. There are my
s which has been the outcome

a clear pictu
the evil of female foetic

laws and legal provision
the effort of many voluntary organisations, academician

professionals and volunteers contribution to the framir
of legislations by the government in the formof
71

" 1. The Medical termination of Pregnancy Act197.

2. Pre-Conception and‘- Pre-natal  Diagnast
Techniques Act 1994, Amended in 2003

3. Provisions of Indians Penal Code 1860

These are the prime laws which are targeted
prevent the abuse and death of girl child and also to prever
misuse of technology to serve the greed of the goon ll
the Indian society. Further the Indian Constitution ha
also provided various fundamental Rights and dire V‘

| principlesin the form of Article 14, 21, 47 etc. to protect h'
women rights and give motion to International Declaratl

and Conventions.

The judiciary has also been playing a crucial rol(_éxéjf
protecting women rights and providing. justice couplﬁg
o

with compensation to the victims and giving guide'i'fi

- 54 S
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to enact new laws whenever and wherever needed. T

supreme Courtof India has observed “it is unfortunate t|
due to one reason or other, the practice of female foeti'c
and infanticide prevent despite the fact that the geh
touch of a daughter and here voice has a soothing effect
parents”® o

conclusion And Suggestions

As the saying goes “Charity begins at home”, it is 1
the legislation alone which can do the magic but each a
every individual who has to strive to protect the rights
girl child and adopt the policy of “Live and Jet live”.
The Society must be oriented mentally towards protecti
discrimination to lessen the hurdle in the improvement
status of women.® Those with power and prestige in t]
society should play an active role in protecting the rights
women in this case the life of women. '

As is always found, laws are many and beautif

when they are blacks and white, which is also true whe

one analysis the legislative mechanism to prevent fema

foeticide. But the statistics show grim picture of the wome

flocks of the nations. Misuse oflaws, wrong implementatic
of law has added woe of female feticide.®

S5 Centre for Enguiry into Health and Allied Themes (CEHAT
and others Vs Union of India & other - AIR 2001 SC 2007

6 Female Infanticide / foeticide: A Threat to Human Race Stal
Level Seminar on “%emale Foeticide and Law" - Dr. Poo]
Prashant Narwadkar. Principal, New Law College, BVNL]
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“The grass is always green on the other side” f
global counter parts can givearecognitiontowomep ; inthe :.::
society and protect their rights, we as a nation, as 3 SOjor Etyi
as an individual can do a lot more towards the py, res;
and protection of our girls and women. The neeq of by
is the proper implementation of laws available for Wo e
Strong ‘watch-dog’ agency both at central and grass-ry, ute
level to address to the needs of women and to ensyr the
protection of their rlghts and most importantly a qui ker
justice disposal mechanism which builds a confidenge m-
the minds of people that, their rights are‘protected bec use |
we all know “Justice delayed is Justice denied.”

While concluding it can be said that, new awakemné!
towards stronger and changed mind sets of society towards
women can only be a break through path to bring back th
lost status of women in our society.

alalw!
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suspicion, the access to this is only expected in unajroidable
circumstances. These emotional/ mental constraints are more
or less develop a sense of helplessness and léads to
victimisation. In case of women it adds more. Financial
arrangements counselling after retirement for which
professional help must be taken with the assistance of trusted
friend or relative so that at the later age after death of §pouse
the survivor is not in hurdles. i
Government’s initiative- the available government policies
and legislative framework is to be utilised effectively in order
to give the supportive infrastructure all policies and
programmes should be worked out by heart. There shmuld be
Adequate and available financial management and plpnnmg
services at the cost of government. Government programmes
for awareness of legislative protections, services of caregivers
and facilitation of positive and productive aging is the need of
day. The application of international human | rights
mstruments is a key tool for promoting and guarding the rights
of older persons on an affirmative, broad ranging basis., These
mstruments provide a means of transforming the sphere of the
individual in order to establish what governments and the
whole of society’s responsibilities are in this regard, as well as
focus on equipping older persons to manage thelq lives
personally.

The NGOs and social action institutions working for thelcause
of elders or specifically for issues of women should work
effectively and should be supported by pubic in true spirit,
they should have special focus on poverty, illiteracy, vmlence
against women. health and housing related issues, care glvers
for people affected by HIV and AIDS, migrant women, rural
women, women living in areas of conflicts, women belonglng
to minorities. and disabled women. NGOs and the media can
play a pivotal role in sensitizing the people. NGOs and the
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FEMALE FETICIDE A SOCIAL EVIL : CAUSES
AND IMPACT IN RURAL AREA

Manisha Yogesh Kale |

Abstract

Female foeticide is a deliberate and intentional act of
aborting a fetus because it is a female. Female fetuses are
selectively aborted. Female fbetigide isa violation of human
right; the female children in the WOmbs'are not only denied |
the right to live but are robbed to their right to born. The |
present study focuses on causes, effects of female foeticide

as well as an attempt to create awareness among people
against women foeticide. The research was carried out
by survey of several families of Nerali villege in Kadegaon
taluka at Sangli district. |

In our society many people think that boy child will
bring happiness and status in their life, where girl child _'
only bring the tensions about __their studies and then give
to her to the other family with lot of money. Today in the

Assistan Professor, B.V's New Law College, Sangli.
Email : adv.manishaykale@gmail.com
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21% century where the world coming with new ideas
and thoughts and everyone is given equal freedom and
mentality of the people changed but still these kinds of
pointless thoughts that girl is miserable for us, she bring |
nothing but only sorrow in people minds are awful.

Female foeticides not only results in a declining girl
population, but violates our notion of human rights, and
most importantly poses a question of the survival of the
human race leading to civilization crises. | |

Introduction

Female foeticide is a process of aborting female
fetuses after about 18 weeks of gestation or we can Say that
killing or murdering a female child with in womb of mother.
Female foeticide is a violation of human right; the female
children in the wombs are not only denied the right to live
but are robbed to their right to born. More than a hundred '
millions women are missing because their parents wanted
a son. There is no question that female foeticide is not just
unethical but it downright cruel as well.

Ten years back where to alter the gender composition
of children is also the crueust i.e., female infanticide. The
method relies on the set of procedure to kill girls within| -
the few days after their birth. At this time there is no |
awareness about such technology to determine the sex the
child before birth. But this practice distress the women
who are widowed or single pregnancy and they also go for
suicide. With the increase in préctice of female infanticide
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government imposed strict actions against it. Thereby it
reduces but with the technology it is converted into the
new form, today what we call is female foeticide.

Under Beti Bacho Abhiyan our college has conducted
survey at Nerali villege near kadegaon in Sangli district. The
survey was conducted to study causes of female foeticide
in rural area and it's impact on society. The responses
of about more than 100 women are collected. through
questionnaire and interview method. Most of the women
replied that government should come forward to curb this

® ~ evil practice of female foeticide. |

Causes of Female Foeticide

Female foeticide is the prbcedure of abortion to
terminate female fetus from the womb of the mother
vefore taking birth after the sex recognition tests like|
an ultrasound scan. Female foeticide and even any SeX

recognition test is illegal in India. It is the shame for th
parents who are despairing for a baby boy as well aj
doctors doing abortions especially for this. The root o
1,2\7,352%% problem was started by government itself in 1970s
® when there is problem for increasing population. In th
government hospitals new technologies are introduced t
check the sex of the child, but this was opposed by som
social activities then government banned these activities |
but at that time people were aware of the technology and
doctors also, so doctors open their private clinics and made-
their occupation. After that ultrasound machine came and

these activities spread like virus.
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« Generally, parents don't wanta girl baby because
they have to give a big amount as a dowry at
daughter’s marriage.

« There is a faith that girls are always consumer
and boys are the only producer. Thus parents
understand that son will earn money for the
whole life and care their parents however girls
will get married a day and will have a separate
family.

. There is a belief that the son will carry the name
of the family in future however the girl has to
carry the husband’s family.

. This is a prestige issue in society for parent and
grandparent to have a boy baby in the family |-
besides having a daughter.

. Thereis a stress on the new bride of the family to?
give birth to a male child so she is enforced to 20|
for sex recognition and abort if girl baby.

« [llliteracy, insecurity, and poverty of people in
society are also major reasons for girl baby
burden.

. Science and Technological advancement and
utilities have made this very easy task for parents

Today there are many methods to select the sex of the
child prior to birth such as sperm sorting (sperms that is
sorted by sex and then used in artificial insemination or in
vitro fertilization) and pre implantation genetic diagnosis.
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Sex determination has also undergone constant progress,
one of the latest method is «fetal DNA testing” in which
blood of the pregnant mother is known to contain the
DNA of her baby after six weeks of gestation, a sample of
this blood can be tested to identify the sex of embryo. But
this wasn't the main reason the main reason is the people
mentality and this society.

In our society many people think that boy child will
bring happiness and status in their life, where girl child
only bring the tensions about their studies and then give
to her to the other family with lot of money. Today in the
21t century where the world coming with new ideas
and thoughts and everyone is given equal freedom and
mentality of the people changed but still these kinds of
pointless thoughts that girl is miserable for us, she bring|
nothing but only sorrow in people minds are awful. They
changed their dressing style, living style, living standard
but they don’t know that life is the very precious which
can’t compared with anything and they don’t have right to
the anyone life. I think the main reasons of female foeticide
that most of the people think in this society are,

. Education: People think that why one should spend
so much money on the schools and colleges because

ey

she has to go another family and what is benefit o
her knowledge to us, even if she start earning then -
we don't get any money from her.

e

. Dowry system: which is going on from past 5

L=

years but today it became WOrs€, people demand s¢

104




much money that girl family can't fulfill it, and even
there are some cases where bride is tortured to get
money from her family. This system is more rigid in
the northern India.

. Gender discrimination: The bias against females
in India is grounded in cultural, economic and |
religious roots. Sons are expected to work in the
fields; they provide greater income and look after
parents in old age. In this way, sons are considered
as a type of insurance. In addition, in a patriarchal

o society, sons are responsible for “oreservation” of
the family name. Also, as per Hindu belief, lighting
the funeral pyre by a son is considered necessary
for salvation of the spirit. This strong preference for
sons which resultsina life-endangering deprivation
of daughters is not considered abhorrent culturally |
and socially.

Despite making pre-natal sex determination is penal
offence, doctors and parents alike rampantly violet this
law. Even after the regular raids by the government in the

® private clinics and the hospitals and imposing a huge fine
these kind of cruel things are still prevailing in the society.

Effects

A1%4

Female foeticide has very long term effects in the

TLF

human diversity such as declination in the sex ratio. Thy
child sex ratio is calculated as the number of girls per
1000 boys in the 0-6 year’s age group and has consistently
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declined. If this ratio is used to decline, then those days are
not far when there is no bride. People will move from here
to there into the parts of the country looking for the girls,
then there will be market for the girls that pay and take
the girl and this leads to the more social deprivation of the
girls.

Strategies to curb female foeticide:

Although there are many facilities are given by the
government and steps taken to improve the status of the
women in the society. They are provided with greater
opportunities in education, employment and in matter of
governance that is their seats are reserved in the school,
colleges and even the parliament. They are provided with
almost free education, loans with zero percent interest and
many other things that make the parents less burdened. As
there are many laws against the female foeticide such as.
huge fine, cancellation of license and many jail terms but
they are not implemented in a good way because there are
number of private clinics in the every corner of the city to
be searched and moreover our take these things lightly for
® example in Korea, government cancelled all the license of

doctors permanently and put them into jails the who are
indulged in these activities, as a result there is significant
increase in girls to boys sex ratio with in the year. Therefore

first and foremost steps are strict actions against doctors
and keep monitoring the advanced machines which are
used by various doctors.

WV

Most of people think that this kind of practice is mor
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among the villagers or the one who are not educated but
they are wrong. These are more in the large cities and the
people who are well educated.

Intensive information, Education and Communication
campaigns for raising awareness: the government launched
S0 many programmes one of them is “Save the Girl Child
Campaign” which have main objectives to highlight the
achievements of the young girls. To achieve the long-term
vision efforts are made to create an environment where
sons and daughter are equally valued. There is a need
of mass media in promoting a positive image of women.
School and colleges should be the target audience. Various
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) played an active
role in this area. However the root Causes of gender bias
need to be tackled first and then steps towards women
empowerment must be strengthened.

Women empowerment. Education is the powerful
tool for women to improve self-image, acceptance of
family planning and their empowerment. NGOs may be
encouraged to promote formation of self-help groups,
provide non-formal education for adult females, create
employment opportunities for women as well as provide
counseling and support services to newly married and
pregnant women to discourage them from undergoing sex:
selective abortion.

Role of medical colleges and professional bodies:

|3 TR

there are many medical practitioners who joinet
campaigns against the misuse of these technologies, but
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some of them are supporters of sex-selective abortions
emphasizing that it is the family’s personal decision to
determine the sex of their children. Hence the role of
medical colleges and professional bodies such as Indian
Medical Association (IMA), Federation of Obstetric and
Gynecological Societies of India (FOGSI) and association of
radiologists, in countering this burning issue needs to be
given due importance.

Effective Measures to Control:

As we all know that female foeticide is a crime and

@ social evil for the future of women. Hence we should notice
the causes for female foeticide in Indian society. Female

infanticide or female foeticide is primarily because of sex
determination. Some measures are:

« Lawmustbeimplemented and one should be surely
punished if found guilty for this unkind exercise.

« Permanent cancellation of license should be done
if it is going on in medical practice.
« Marketing of medical tools specifically for illegal
sex determination and abortion should be a bane.
+ Parents must be fined who want to kill their girl
baby.
« Campaigns and seminars should be regularly,

held to aware of young couples.

.  Women should be aware so that they can be more
attentive to their rights..
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Conclusion and suggestions:

Female foeticide is social evil. Save the girl child and
secure the future. Forthcoming is the name of your girl
child, past is the name of your mother. This is the reality
that NO PRESENT, NO PAST, NO FUTURE WITHOUT GIRL
CHILD. There will be the dangerous results of the female |
foeticide. Demography reports warn India that in the
next twenty years there will be a scarcity of brides in the
marriage market mostly because of the adverse sex ratio.

® For prevention of female foeticide there is dire need to,
« Change public attitude ‘
o Conduct regular workshops to reiterate the

importance of this problem in the country.

o Organize awareness campaigns infield practice
areas.

« A concerted effort by the medical fraternity, the Jaw,
political leaders, NGOs, media, teachers and the
community itself is the need of the hour ‘

o « Dr.J.N.Pandey- The Constitutional Law Of India,
Central Law Publication 2006 |

. UDHR article2; ICCPR, article3; Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms Oof Discriminatio?
against Women
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To,

Shri. Shreyash Gurudas Mohite
[ WLA,, NET, SET]

Assistant Professor

New Law College, Sangli.

ﬁear Amtwr,

At the outset | express my sincere gratitude towards your contribution lh
catering sourceful information to students. !

This publication is started with an aim to cause benefit to students es::eclaug

in pandemic situation. It is not only the money making business but a sens
of devotion and social commitment. S. S. Law Publication has earned a nam
in short period of time. It is possible only because of teachers like you, whb
have shown support and contributed your expertise in publishing the
foltowing books in a language that students can easily understand.— .
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1 978-93-92404-09-2;
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Hope your contribution and positive support will remain with us in futurg
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